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N SIR, 


His Seſſion being ended, and the Bill of the Teſt neer finiſhed at the 
Committee of the whole Houſe ; I can now give you a perfect Ac- 
count of this STATE MAST+R.PIECE, It was firſt hatch't ( as al- 
mo.t all the Miſchiefs of the World have licherto been) amongſt 

the Great Church Alen, and is a Project of ſeveral Years ſtanding, but found 
not Miniſters bold enough to go through with it, un il theſe new ones, who wan- 
ting a better Bottom to ſupport them, betook themſelves wholly to this, which 
is no ſmall Undertaking if you conlider it in its whole Extent. 

Firſt, to make « diſtintt Party from the reſt of the Nation of the High Epiſ- 
copal Man, and the Old Cavalier, who are to ſwallow the hopes of enjoying all 
the Power and Office of the Kingdom, being alſo tempted by the advantage 
they may recie-efrom overthrowing the Alt of Oblivion, and not a line re- 
joycing to think how valiant they ſhould prove, if they could get any to fig't +: 
the Old Quarrel over again; Now they are poſſeſt of the Arms, Foits, and Am- 
munition of the Nation, 
| Next they delign to have the Government of the Church Sworne to 4s Unal- 
Mm terable, and ſo Tacitely owned to be of Divine Right, which though inconſiſtent 

with the Oath of Supremacy ; yet the Church Men eaſily break through all 
Obligations whatſoever, to attain this Station, the advantage of which, the Pre- 
late of Rome bath ſufficiemly taught the World. 

Thea in requital to the Crown , they declare the Government a ſolute and 

Arbitrary, and allow Monarchy as well as Epiſcopacy to be Jare Divine, and 
not to be bounded, or limited by humane Laws. 
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And to ſecure all this they reſolye totake away the Power, and opportunity 
of Parliaments to alter any thing in Church or State, only leave them as an in- 
ſtrument to raiſe Money, and to paſs ſuch Laws, as the Court, and Church ſhall 
have a mind to; The Attempt of any other, how neceſſary ſoever, muſt be no 
leſsa Crime then Perjury, | 

And as the topſtone of the whole Fabrique, a pretence ſhall be taken from the 
Jealouſies they themſelves have raiſed, and a real neceſti y from the ſmallneſs of 
their Partie to encreale, and keep up a ſtanding Army, and then in due time the 
Cavalier and Chu ch- man, will be made greater fools, but as erram Slaves as 
the reſt of the Nation. 

In order to this, The firſt ſtep was male in the Act for Regulating Corpora- 
tions, wiſely beginning, that in thoſe leſſer Gorernments which they meant af- 
ter æards to introduce upon the Govern ent of the Nation, and making them 
Swear to a Declaration, and beleif of ſuch propoſitions as themſelves afterwards 
upon debate, were enforced to alter, and could not juſtifie in thoſe words; ſo 
that many of the Wealthyeſt, Worthyeſt, and Sobereſt Men, are ſtill kept out 
of the Magiſtracy of thoſe places. 

The next ſtep was inthe At of the Militia, which went for moſt of the cheif- 
eſt Nobilicy and Gentry , being obliged as Lord-Lieutenants, Deputy-Lieute- 
nants, cc, to Swear to the ſame Declaration, and Beleif , with the addition 
only of theſe words In pur ſuance of ſuch Mili tary Commiſſions , which makes 
the Matter rather worſe then beiter; Yet this went down ſmootlily as an 
Oath in faſhion, a teſtimony of Loyalty, and none adventuring freely to 
debate rhe matter, the humor of the Age like a ſtrong Tide, carries Wiſe and 


good Men down before it: This Act is of a piece, for it eſtabliſheth a ftanding 


Army by a Law, and ſwears Us into a Military Government, 

Immediately after this, Followeth the Alt of Uniforn ity , by which all the 
Clergy of England are obliged to ſubſcribe, and declare what the Corporations, 
Nobility, and Gentry, had before Sworn, but with this additional clauſe of the 
Militia Act omitted: This the Clergy readily complyed wich; for you know 
That ſort of Men are taught rather to obey , then under ſtand, and to uſe that 
Learning they have, to jaſtiſy, not to examine what their Superiors command: 
And yet that Bartholomew day was fatal to our Church, and Religion, in throw- 
ing out a very great Number of Whorthy, Learned, Pious, and Orthodox Divines, 
who could not come up to this, and other things in that Act; And it is an Oath 
upon this occaſion worth your knowledg,rhat ſo great was theZeal in carrying on 
- this Church affair, and ſo blind was the Obedience required, that if you compute 
the time of the paſſing this AR, wich the time allowed for the Clergy to ſub- 
ſeribe the Book of Common Prayer thereby eſtabliſhed ; you thall plainly — 
co 
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could not be Printed, and diſtributed fo, as one Man in forty could have ſeeg ad 
read the Book they did ſo perietly Aſſent and Conſent to, 

But this Matter was not compleat until che Five Mile Act paſſed at Oxford, 
whereia they take an opportunity to introduce the Oath in the terms the; world 
have it: Thus was then ſtrongly oppoſed by the L. Treaſurer Southampton, Lord 
Wharton, L. Aſhley, and others not only inthe Concern of thoſe poor Miniſters 
that were ſo ſeverely handled, but as it was in ic Self, a moſt Unlaa ful, and Un- 
4 juſtiſyable Oath , however, the Zeal of that time againſt All Nonconformiſts, 
ealily paſſed the AR. 

This Act was ſeconded the ſame Seſſions at Oxford by another Bill in the 
Houſe of Commons, to have impoſed that Oath on the whole Nation; ard the 
Providence by which it was thrown out, was very remarquable ; for Mr. Peregrine 
Bertie, being newly choſen, was that morning introduced into the Houſe by his 
Brother the gow Earl of Lindſey, and Sir The. Osbern now L. Treaſurer, who 
all Three gate their Vo: es againſt that Bill; and the Numbers were ſo even upon 
the diviſiog, chat their three Votes carried the Queſtion againſt it. But we owe 
that Right to the Eail of Lindſey, and the Lord I reaſurer. as to acknowledg ti at 
they have ſince mace ample Satisfaction for whatever offence they gave either 
the Church or Couwt in that Vote. 

Thus our Church became Triumphant, and continued ſo for divers years, the 
diſſenting Proteſtant being the only Enemy, and therefore only perſecuted,. 
whileſt che Papiſts remained undiſturbed being by the Court ti ought Loyal, and 
by our Great Bilhops not dangerous, they differing only in Doctrine, and Fun- 
damentalls; but, as to the Government of the Church, that was in their. Reli- 
gion in its higheſt Exaltation. 

I bis Dominion continued unto them, untill the L. Cliſord, a Man of adaring 
and ambitious ſpirit, made his way to the cheif Miniſtery of Affairs by other, 
and far different meaſures, and took dhe opportunity of the War with Holland, 
the King was then engaged in, to propoſe the Declaration of Indulgence, that the 
Diſſenters of all ſorts, as well Proteſtants as Papiſts- , might be at reſt ,. 
and fo vaſt a number of People, not. be made deſperate, at Home, while 
the King was engaged with ſo potent an. Enemy abroad. This was no ſoo- 
ner propoſed, but the E. of Shafſtsbury a. Man as dai iog but more Able, (though 
of principles and intereſt , Diametrically oppoſite to the other) preſentiy cloled 
with it, and perhaps the opportunity I have had by my converſation with them 
both, who were Men of diverlion, and of free and open Diſcourles where they 
had a confidence; may give you more light into both their Deſigns, and ſo by 
conſequence the aimes of their Parties, then you will have fi om any other band. 
My L. Clifford did in expreſs Terms, tell me one day in private Diſcourſe,, 
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That the Ring, if He would be firm ie Himſelf, might ſettle what Religion 
He pleaſed, an1 2 the Government ts waat height He would; for if Men 
were aſſured in the Liberty of their Conſcience® and undiſturbed in their Pro- 
perties, able and upright Judges made in Weſtminſter-Hall io 505 the Cau/es 
of Meum and Tuum, and if on the Other hand the Fort of Tilbury was fintſh- 
ed to bridle the City, the Fort of Plymouth to ſecure the Weſt, and Armes for 
2” COD in cache theſe , and in Hull ſor the Northern parts, with ſome addi- 
tion , which might be eaſily and nndiſcernedly made to the Forces nom on foot, 
there were none that would have either Will, Opportunity, or Power to rejiſt. 
But be added withall, he was ſo ſincere in the maintenance of Propriety, and 
Liberty of Conſcience , that if he had his Will, though he ſhould introduce 4 
Biſhop of Durbam, ( which was the Inſtance he then made, that See being then 
vacant ) of another Religion, yet he would net diſturb any of the Church beſide, 
bur ſuffer them to dye away, and not let bus change (how ha#ty ſoever he was 
in it ) overthrow either of thoſe principles, and therefore, deſired he might be 
thou ght an honc t Man as to his part 7 the Declaration, for he meant it really. 
Tlie L. Shaftsbury (with whom I had more freedom) 1 with great aſſurance, 
asked what he meant by the Declaration, for it ſeemed to me ( as I then told 
bim) that it aſſumed 4 Power te repeal and ſuſpend all our Laws, to deſtroy the 
Church, to overthrow the Proteſlant Religion, and to tolerate Popery; He re- 
plyed half angry, That be wondered at my Objettion , there being not one of 
theſe in the Caſe: For the King aſſumed no power of repealing Laws, or ſuſ- 
pending them, contrary to the will of hus Parliament, or People, and not to ar- 

gue with me at that time the poxer of the King's Supremacy, which was of 
Ano her nature then that he had in Civills, and had been exerciſed without excep- 
tion in this very caſe by His Father, Grand Father, and Queen Elizabeth, un- 
der the Great Sealto Forreign Proteſtants, become ſubjeits of England, nor to 
inſtance in the ſuſpending the Execution of the two Alts of Navigation and 
Trade, during both this, and the laſt Dutch War in the ſame words, and upon 
the ſame neceſſity, and as yet, without Clamour that ever we heard; But, to paſs 
by all that, this is certain, a Government could not be ſuppoſed whether Monar- 
chical, or other of any ſort , without a ſtanding Supream Executive power, 
fully enabledro Mitigate, or wholly to ſuſpend the Execution of any penal Law, 
in the Intervalls of the Legiſlative power, which when aſſembled, there was no 
doubt but wherever there lies a Negative in paſſing of a Law, there the addreſs 
or ſenſe known of either of them to the contrary, ( as for inftance of either of 
our two Houſes of Parliament in England ) ought to determine that Indulgence, 
and re ſtore the Law to its full execution: For without this, the Laws were te no 
purpoſe made, if the Prince could annull them at pleaſure , and ſo on the other 
hand, 
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hand, without a Power always in being of dif) occ was to ful 

| poſe acontbitation extreamly ee 2 — thoſe 2 
Legiſlative power always in being, is, ben conſider cad, no other then a perſick 
Tyranny. As tothe Church, beconcevyed the Declaration was extreamly their 
Intere#t , for the narrow bottom they bad placed themſelves upon, and the Meas 
ſares they had proceeded by, ſo contrary to the Properties, and Liberties 
of the Nation, muſt needs in ſhort time, prove fatal 18 them, whereas this led 
them into another way to live peaceably with the diſſenting and differing Pro- 
teſtants, both at home and abroad, and ſo by neceſſary and nnwvoidable Conſe» * 
quences, to become the Head of them al; For that place is due to the Church of 

England, being in favor, and of ncereſt approach to the Moſt powerful Prince 
of that Religion, and ſo always had it in their bands to be the Interceſſors and 
Procurers * greateſt Good and Proteſ lion, that partie throughout all Chri- 
ſtendom, cax recetue. And thus the A. Biſhop of Canterbury wight become, 
net only Alterius Orbis, t Alterius Retigionis Papa, and al this addition of 
Honor and Power attaind without the leaſt loſs or diminution of the Church, Te © 
net being intended that one living Dignity, or Preferment ſhould be given to 
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Any but thoſe, that were ſiriltly Conformable. As to the Proteſtant Religion, 3 


he told me plainly, It was for the preſerving of That and that only that he bear- 
tily joyned in the Declaration; for beſides that, he thought it his Duty to haut 
care in his Place and Station, of thaſe he was convinced, were the People of God 
and feared Him, though of different perſnaſions , he alſo knew nothing elſe but 
Liberty, and Indulgence that could poſſibly ( as our caſe ſtood) ſecure the Pro- 
reſtant Religion in England; and he beg d me to conſider, if the Church of En- 
gland ſhould attain to 4 rigid, blind, and undiſtputed Conformity, and that e -. 
er of our Church jhould come into tve hands of A Popilh Pringg, which was not 
4 thing ſo impoſſivle, or remote, as not to be apprehended; whether in ſuch a caſe, 
not all the Armes and Artillery of the Government of the Church, be 
turned againſt the preſent Religion of it, and ſhould not all good Proteſtants 
tremble to think what Biſhops ſuch a Prince was like to make , And whoin thoſe 
Biſhops would condemn for Herttichs, and that Prince mig ht burn; Whereas if 
this which is now but 4 Declaration, might ever by the Experience of it, gain the 
Advantage of becoming an Eſtabliſhed Lam, the true Proteſtant Religion wonld 
il be kept up among ft the Cities, Towns, and Trading places, and the Worthy" 
eſt, and Sobereſt{ i} not the greateſt ) part of the Nobility, and Gentry, and Peo- 
ple : As for the toleration of Popery he ſaid, It was pleaſant Objettion, 
he could confidently ſay that the Papiſts had no advantage in the leaſt by this" 
Declaration, that they did not «5 fully enjoy, and with leſs noiſe, by the favor of 
all the Biſhops before. It was the V avity of the L. = that they were named 
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, for the whole advantage was to the diſſent ing Prote anti, which were the 
day Men diſturb d before; and yet be confeſt to me, that it was bus opinion, and 
mays had been, that the Papiſts cu ht to have no other preſſare laid upen them, 


j | | bur to be made anc apable of Office, Court, or Armes, and to pay ſo much as mig bt 


Wing them at leaſt to a ballance withthe Proteſiams, for thoſe chargable Offices 
they are lyable unto ; and concluded with this that he deſired me ſeriouſly to-weigh, 
whe. her Liberty andPropriety were likgly to be maintained long in a Countrey liłę 
Ours, where I ?ade is ſo abſolutely neceſſary to the very being, as well as proſpe- 
- ry of it, and in this Age of the World, if Articles of Fuith and Matters of 
Religion ſhould become the only acceſſible ways to our Civil Rights. 


Thus Sir, You have perkaps a better account of the Declaration, then you 
can receive ſrom any other hand, and I could have willit it a longer continuance, 
and better Reception chen it had: for the Biſhops took ſo great Offence at it, 
that they gave the Alarum of Popery through the whole Nation, and by their 
Emiſſaries the Clergy (who by the Cannexture and Subordination of their 
Govenrment, and their being poſted in every Parith, have the Advantage of a 
quick diſperling their Orders, and a ſudden and univerſal Inlinuation of what. 
ever they pleaſe) raiſed ſuch a cry, that thoſe good and ſober Men, who bad 
really long feared the Encreaſe and continuance of Popery, had hitherto recei- 
ved, began to believe the Bilhops were in earneſt; their Eyes opened, though 
late, and therefore joy ned in heartily with them; ſo that at the next meeting of 
Parliament, the Proteſtants Intereſt was run ſo high, as an Act came up from 
the Commons to the H. of Lords in favor of the diſſenting Proteſtants, and had 
Fpaſſed the Lords, but for want of time, Belides, another excellent Act paſſed: 
the Royal Aſſent for the Excluding al Papiſts from Office, in the Oppolition 
of which, the L. Treaſurer Clifford fell, and yet to prevent his ruine, this Seſ- 
lions. had the ſpeedier End. Notwithſtanding, the Biſhops attain'd their Ends. 
fully, the Declaration being Cancelled , and the great Seal being broken off 
from it, The Parliament baving paſſed an AR in favor of the-Diſſenters, and 
yet the ſenſe of, both Houſes ſafficiently declared againſt all Indulgence but by 
Alt of Parliament: Having got this Point, they uſed it at firſt with ſeeming 
Moderation, there were no general Directions given for proſecuting the Non- 
* conſormiſts, but here and there ſome of the molt Confiding Juſtices, were made 
uſe of to try how they could receive the Old Perſecution , for as yet the Zeal 
raiſed againſt the P api ft was ſo great, that the worthy eſt, and ſobereſt, of theEpiſ. 
copal party, thought it neceſſary to unite with the diſſenting Prote tanta, and not 
ta.diyide their Party, when all theit Forces were. little enough z In this poſture: 
= * my A 2 th 
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the Seſſions of Parliament that began Of, 27. 1673, ſound Matters, which 
being ſuddenly broken up, did nothing. 25 

The next Seſſions which began Jan 7. following, the Biſbops continued their 
Zeal againſt the Papsjts, and ſeem'd to curry on in joyning with the Countrey 
Lords, many excellent Votes in order to a Bill, as in particular, That the Princes 
of the Blood- Royal ſhould all Marry Proteftants, and mary others, but their 
favor to diſſenting Proteſt an. ts was gone, and they attempted a Bargain with the 
Countrey Lords, with whom they then joy ned not to promote wy tag of 
that na ure, except the bil for raking away Aſſent and Conſent, and renouncing 
the Covenant. 

This Seſſion was no ſooner ended without doing any thing, but the whole 
Clergy were inftructed to declare that there was now no more danger of the. Pa- 
piſts : The Phanatique ( for ſo they call the diſſenting Proteſtant is again be- 
come the only dangerous Enemy, and the Bilhops had found a Scoth Lord, and 
two new Miniſters, or rather Great Officers of England, who weile deſperate 
and raſh enough, to put their Maſters buſineſs upon ſo narrow and weaka bot» - 
tom And that old Co venanter Lauderdale, is become the Patron of the Church 
and has bis Coach and table hl'd with Biſhops. The Keeper and the Treaſurer 
are of a juſt (izeto this affair, for it is a certain rule with the Church Men, 10 
endure (as ſeldom as they can) in bulineſs , Men abfer then rhemſelves. 
But his Grace of Scotland; was leaſt to be executed of the Three, for baving 
fall'n from Presbitery, Proteſtaant Religion, and all principles of Publick 
and private friendſhip, and become the Slave of C/iford to carry on the Ruine 
of all that he bad profeſſed to ſupport, does now allo quit even Cliford's gene- 
rous Pi inciples, and betake himſelf to a ſort of Men, that never for pr 
Man the b aving once been in the right , and ſuch Men, who would do the 
of things by the worſt of means, enſlave their country, and betray them, un- 
der the mask of Religion, which they have the publick Pay for, and charge off; 
ſo ſeeching the Kid in the Mothers milk. Our Stateſmen and Biſhops being now 
as well agreed, as in Old Laxd's time, on the ſame principles, with the fame 
paſſion to atrain their end, they inthe firſt place give orders to the Judges in all 
their Circuits to quicken the Execution of the Laws againſt Diſſenters; a ne 
Decl. ation is publiſhed directly contrary to the former, moſt in words againſt 
the Payiſßt, but in the Senſe, and inthe cloſe, did fully ſerve againſt both, and 
in the Execution, it was plain who were meant. A Commiſſion belides, comes 
-down directed to the principal Gentlemen of each country, to ſeize the Eſtates 
of both Papiſts and Phanatiques, mentioned in à Lift annexed,, wherein by 
great misfortune, or skill, the Names of the Papiſts of beſt quality and fortune: 
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(and ſo beſt known) were miſtaken, and tte Commillion rendet*d ineffeRtizal is ” 


to them. | 
Beſides this, the great Miniſters of State did in their common publick- aſſure 
the partie, that all the places of Proſit, Command, and Truſt, ſhou'd only be 

iven to che old Cavalier, no Man that had ſerved, or been of the coatrary 
Party, thould be left in any of them; And a direction is iſſued to the Great 
Miniſters before mentioned, and Six or ſeven of the Bilhops to meet at Lamberh- 
Houſe, who were like the Lords of the Articles in Scotland, to prepare their 
compleat Modell for the enſuing Seſſion of Parliament, 

And nov comes this memorable Seſſion of Aprill 13. 75. then, which never 
any came with more expectation of the Court, or dread and apprehenſion of the 
People; the Officers, Court Lords, and Biſhops, were clearly the major Vote 
inthe Lords Houſe, and they aſſured themſelves to have the Commons as much 
at their diſpoſe when they reckoned the number of the Courtiers, Officers, 
Penſioners encreaſed by the addition of the Church and Cavalier party, beſides 
the Addreſs they bad made to Men of the beſt quality there by hopes of Honor, 
great employment, and ſuch things as would take. In a word, the French 
King's Miniſters, who are the great Chapmen of the World, did not out-doe 
ours at this time, and yet the over ruling hand of God has blown upon their Po- 
licicks, and the Nation is eſcaped this Seſſion, like 4 Bird out of the ſnare of 
the Fowler. 

In this Seſſions the Biſhops wholly laid aſide their Zeal againſt Papery. The 
Committee ot the whole Houſe for 8 which the Country Lords had 
cauſed to be ſet up again by the example of the former Seſſions, could hardly 

et, at any time, a day appointed for their Sitting, and the main thing deſign d 
or a Bill voted in the former Seſſion, viz. the marrying our Princes to none but 
Proteſtants, was rejeſted and carryed in the Negative by the unanimous Votes 
of rhe B:ſbops Bench, for | muſt acquaiat you that our great Prelates were ſo 
neer an Intallibility, that they were always — in this Seſſion of one mind in 
the Lords Houſe; yet the Lay Lords, not underſtanding from how excellent a 
Principle this proceeded, commonly called them for that reaſon rhe dead Weight, 
and they really proved ſo in the following bulineſs, for the third day of this Sei- 
ſion this Bill of Teſt was 2 the Lords Houſe by the Earl of Liudſey 
L. High Chamberlain, a n of great quality, but in chis impoſed upon, 


and received its firſt reading and appointment for the ſecond without much op- 
polition ; the Country Lords being delirous to obſerve what weight they put 


upon it, or how they deſigned to manage it. 
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A the ſecond reading, the L. Keeper, and ſome other of che Court Lords, re- 
commended the Bill to the Houſe in Set and Elaborate Speeches, the Keeper cal- 
ling it A moderate Security to the Church and Crown, and that no honeſt Man 
could reſuſe ir, and whoſoever did, gave great ſuſpition of Dangerous, and 
Anti- Monarchicall Pr nciples, the other Lords declame very much upon the 
0 Rebellion of the late Times, the great number of Phanatiques, the erous 
principles of rebellion ſtill remaining, carrying the Diſcourſe on as it they 

* meant to trample down the Ad of Oblivion, and all thoſe whoſe Securities de- 
pended on it, But the t arl of Skafrsbury and ſome other of the Country Lords, 
earneſtly preſt that the Bill might be laid alide, and that they might not be en- 
gaged in the debate of it; or elſe that that Freedom they ſhould be forced to 
uſe in the neceſſary defence of their Opinion, and the prelerving of their Laws, 
Rights, and Liberties, which this Bill would overthrow , might not be miſcon- 
ſtrued : For there are many things that muſt be ſpoken upon the debate, both con- 
cerning Church and State, chat it was well known they had no mind to hear. 
Notwithſtanding , this the great Officers and Biſhops called out for the Que- 
ſtion of referring the Bill to a Commintee , but the Earl of Sheftabury, a Man of 
great Abilities, and knowledg in Affairs, and one that, in all theſe variety of 
changes of this Jaſt Age, was never known to be either boyght or frighted our 
of his publick Principles, at Large opened the miſchievous, and ill del ns, and 
conſequences of the Bill, which as ic was brought in, required all Oer of 
Church and State, and all Members of both Houſes of Parliament, to take this 

Oath following. 
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J. A. B. do declare that it is not Lam ſul upon any pretence whatſoever, to 
take np Armes againſt the King, and that I de abborr that Traiterous poſition 
of taking Armes by His authority, againſt Hu Perſon, or againſt thoſe that are 
commiſſion'd by Him in purſuance of ſuch Commiſſion, And I do ſwear that Iwill 
not at any time endeavor the Alteration of the Government, either in Church or 
| State, ſo help me God. The Earl of Shaftsbury and other Lords, ſpake with 
| ſuch convincing Reaſon, that all the Lords, who were at liberty from Court- 
Engagements, reſolved to oppoſe to the uttermoſt, « Bill of ſo dangerous conſe- 
4 quence; and the debate laſted Five ſeveral days before it was committed to a 

Committee of the whole Houſe, which hardly ever happened to any Bill be- 

= - fore, All this and the following debares. were managed cheifly by. the Lords, 

whoſe Names you will find to the following Proteſtations;, the Firſt whereof, 
was as followeth. 


C ur 


<4 ( 10.) 


. We whoſe Names are under Written being Peers of this Realm, do according 
te our Rights and the ancient Uſage of Parliaments, declare that the Queſtion 
having * put whether the Bill ¶ entitled an Alt to prevent the danger which 
may ariſe from Perſons diſaſfelited to the Government) doth. ſo ſar intrench 
upon the Priviledges of This Houſe ;, that it ought therefore to be caſt our. It 
being reſolved in the Negative, We do humbly conceive that any Bill which im- 
pofeth an Oath upon the Peers with a Penaliy, as this doth, that upon the refu- 
ſal of that Oath, They ſhall be made unc apable of Sitting and Voting in this 
Houſe, as it is a thing unpreſidented in former Times, ſo ib it, in Our bumble 
Opinion, the higheſt Invaſion 7 the Liberties and Priviledges of the Peerage; 
that poſſibly may be, and moſt deſtructive of the Freedom, which they ought te 
. enjoy as Members of Parliament, becauſe the priviledges of Sitting and Voting 
in Parliament an Honor they have by Birth, and a Right ſo inber ant in them, 
and inſeparable from them, as that nething can taks it away, but what by the 
Law f the Land, muſt withal, taks away their , Lives , and corrapt their 
Blood; «por which ground we do here enter our Diſſent from that Vote, and aur 
Proteſtation againſt it 


Buckingham Aylubury Howard E. of Berks Shaſtabury 


Bridgwater Briſtol Mohun Clarendou 
Wincheſter Denbigh Stamford Grey Roll. | 
$ _— Pagitt Hallfax Say & Seal N 
Bedfor Holles De la mer Wharton 

Dorſet Peter Eure 


The next Proteſtation was againſt the Vote of committing the Bill in the 
words following ; 


The Queſtion being put whether the Bill Entituled An Ad to prevent the 
Dangers, which may ariſe from Perſons diſaffected to the Government, 
he commited, It being carried in the Affirmative, and We uſter ſeveral days: 
debate, being in no meaſure Satisfied, but ſtill apprebending that this Bill doth 
wor only ſubvert the Priviledges, and birth-right of the Peers, by impoſing an 
Oath upon them with the penalty of loſing their Places in Parliament; but alſo, 
u We humbly conceive, ſtick, at the very root of Government, it being neceſ- 
ſary to all Government to have freedom of Votes and Debates in thoſe, who have 
power to alter, and make Laws, and beſides, the expreſs words of this Bill, obli- 
ging every Man to abjure all Endeavors to alter the Government in the — 5; 
WHPROKE, 


(Let 


(11) 
wit hort regard to any thing that rules of Prudence in the Government, or Chri. 
an compaſſion to Proteſtant Diſſemters, or the neceſſity of Affairs at any time 
all or may require, Upon theſe Conſiderations, We humbly conceive it to be 
dangerous e to have any Bill of this Nature, ſo much as Com mitted, 
and do enter our Diſſents from that Vote and Proteftation againſt it, 


Buckinghan Briſtol Shaftsbury 
Winton Howard of Berks wharyton 
Sali bury Clarendon Mobun 
Denbigh Stamford De la mer 


Which Proteſtation was no ſooner entred and ſubſcribed the next day, But 
the great Officers and Biſhops raiſed a form againſt the Lords that Sub- 
ſcrib d it; endeavouring net only ſome ſevere proceedings againſt their per ſont 
if they bad found the Houſe would have born it, but alſo to have taken away the 
very liberty of Entrmg Proteſtations with Reaſons ; but that was defended with 
ſo great Ability, Learning, and Reaſon by the L. Holes , that they quitted the 
Attempt, and the Debate run for ſome hours either wholly to raze the Proteſta- 
tion out of the Books, or at leaſt ſome part of it, the Expreſſion of Chriſtian 
compaſſion to Proteſtant Diſſenters being that, which gave them moſt offence; 
but both theſe ways were ſo dilagreeable to the honor and priviledg of the 
Houſe, andthe Latter to common Senſe and Right, that they deſpaired of carry- 
ing it, and contented themſelves with having voted That the Reaſons given in the 
ſaid Proteſtation, did refleft upon the Honor of the Houſe, and were of dange- 
rous conſequence. And I cannot here forbear to mention the IVorth, and Honor,, 
of that Noble Lord Holles, ſuitable to all his former life, that whilſt the De- 
bate was at the height, and the Proteſting Lords in danger of the Tower ; he 
begg d the Houſe to give hime leave to put his Name to that Proteſt, and take 
his Fortune with thoſe Lords, becauſe his ſickneſs had forced him out of the 
Honſe the day before, ſo that not being at the Queſtion, he could not by the 

rules of the Houſe Sign it. This Vote againſt thoſe twelve Lords begat the- 
next day this following Prote##ation ſi 21, 


Whereas it is the wndowbred previledg of each Peer in Parliament when 4 Que- 
ftion is paſt contrary to h Vote and judgment, to enter his Proteftation againſt. 
it, und that in purſuance thereof, the Bill entituled An Att to prevent tbe dan- 

C 2 „ 
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gert which may may ariſe from perſons diſaffeſted ta the Government, being con- 


vrited by ſome Lords to be of jo dangerous A Nature, 4s that it was not fit to 


receive the countenance of a Committment, thoſe Lords did proteſt againſt the 
Commitment of the ſaid Bill, and the Houſe having takgn exceptions at ſome 
expreſſions in their Proteſtation ; thoſe Lords who were preſent at the Debate, 
did ail of them ſeterally and voluntarily declare, That they had not intention 
to reflect upon any Member, much leſs upon the whole Houſe, which, 4s i humbly 
conceived, was more then in ſtriſtneſi didconſiſt with that abſolute freedom of 
Protefting, which is inſeparable from every Member of this Houſe, and was 
done by them meerly ont of their great Reſoels to the Houſe, and their earneſt 
deſire to give all ſatuufattion concerning themſelvgs, and the clearneſs of their 
intentions : Tet the Houſe not ſatisfied with this their Declaration but proceed- 
ing to a Vote, that the reaſons given in the ſaid Proteſtation do reflelt upon the 
bonor of the Houſe, and are 1 dangerous conſequence; which is in our bumble 
Opinion, 4 great diſcountenancin of the very liberty of Preteſting. We whoſe 
Names are under Written, conceive our ſelves, and the whole Houſe of Peers, 
extreamly concerned that this great Wound ſhould be given ( as we humbly ap- 
prehend) to ſoefſential a priviledg of the whole peerage of this Realm, as their 
liberty of Proteſting, do now (according to our unqueſtionable Right) makg uſe 
of the ſame liberty to enter this our Diſſent from, and Proteftation againſt t 
ſaid Vote, 


Bucks Denbi ab Hallifax Holes 
Winton Berks Audley De la mer 
Bedford Clarendon Fits water Grey Rol, 
Dorſet Aylibury Eure 


Salisbury Shaftsbury wharton 
Bridgwater Say & Seal Mobun 


After this Bill being committed to a Committee of the whole Houſe, the 
firſt — inliſted upon by the Lords againſt the Bill; was, that there ought 
to be paſſed ſome previus Votes to ſecure the Rights of Peerage, and Priviledg 
of Parliament before they entred upon the debate, or Amendments of ſuch a 
Bill as this; and at laſt two previons Votes were obtained, which I need not 
here ſet down, becaule the next Proteſtation hath them both in rerminss. 
Whereas 


which may ariſe from Perſons 7 to the Government, It was or 

the houſe of Peers the 30th. © 

any Bill, or otherwiſe, upon the Peers with a penalty in caſe of Refuſal, to loſe 
their Places, or Votes in Parliament, or liberty to debate therein; and whereas 
alſo, npon debate of the ſame, the Bill was ordered the Third of this inſtant 
May, that there ſhall be nothing in this Bill, which ſhall extend to deprive ei- 
ther of the Houſe: of Parliament, or any of their Members, of their juſt an- 
cient Freedom, and priviledg of debating any Matter or buſineſs which fhall 
be propounded, or debated in either of the ſaid Houſes, or at any Conference 
er Committee, of both, or either of the ſaid Houſes of Parliament, or touch» 
ws. Repeal, or Alteration of any Old, or preparing any new Laws, or the 
redreſſing any publick, Grievance ;, but that the [aid Members of either of the 
ſaid Houſes, and the aſſiſtance of the Houſe of Peers, and every of them, 
ſhall have the ſame freedom of Speech, and all other Priviledges whatſoever, 
as they had before the mating of this Alt. 

Both which Orders were paſſe as Previous directions unto the Committee 
of the whole Houſe, to whom the ſaid Bill was committed, to the end that 
nothing ſhould remain in the ſaid Bill, which might any ways tend towards the 
depriving of either of the Houſes of Parliament, or any of their Members, 
of their ancient freedom of Debates, or Votes, or other their priviledges 
whatſoever: Yet the Houle being pleaſed, upon the report from the Com- 
micree, to paſs a Vote, That all Perſons who have, or ſhall have Right to 
fit and Vote in either Houſe of Parliament, ſhould be added to the firſt 
enacted Clauſe in the ſaid Bill, whereby an Oath is to be impoſed upon them 
as Membe: $ of either Houſe, which Vote We whoſe Names are under Written he- 
ing Peers of this Realm, do humbly conceive, is not agreeable to the ſaid 
te Previow Orders, and it having been humbly offered, and inſiſted upon 
by divers of us, that the Proviſo in the late Act Entituled An AG for pre- 
venting Dangers, that may happen from Popilh Recuſants ; might be added 
to the Bill depending, Whereby rbe Peerage of every Peer of. this Realm, and 
all their Priviledges , might be preſerved in this Bull, A fully as in the ſaid 
we AFG: Yet the Houſe not plealing o admit of the ſaid Proviſo, but pro- 
ceed#g to the paſſi ig of the ſaid Voie , we do humbly upon the Grounds 
aforeſaid, and according. unto our undoubred Right, enter this our Diſſent 
from, and Proteitation againſt the ſame. 


D Bucks 


(13) oy 
Whereas upon the debate on the Bill entiexled An AF to prevent the — = 
der | 


April laßt, that no Oath ſhould be i wy | 


IX. 


(14 ) 


puck . Berks Denl igb Eure 


Bed{ard Bridgwater Dorſet De la mer 
W1ihton Stamford Sha ftsLur 5. a putt 
Salisþury Clarendon Wharton Atohun 


This was their laſt Proteſtation; for after this they alter'd their Method, 
and reported not the Votes of the Committee, and parts of the Bill to the 
* Houſe, as they paſt them, but, took the ſame Order as is obſerved in other 
Bills, not to report unto the Houſe, untill they ad gone through with the 
Bill, and fo report all the Amendments together. This they thought a 
way of more Diſpach and which did prevent all Proteſtations, untill it came 
to the Houſe; for the Votes of a Committe, though of the whole Houle, 
are not thought of that weight, as that chere ſhould be allowed the enter- 
ing a Diſſent of them, or Proteſtation agaiaſt them. 


The Bill being read over at the Committee, the Lord Keeper objected againſt 
the form of it, and defired that he might put it in another Method, which 
was ealily allowed bim, that being not the Diſpute. But ic was obſerve- 
able the Hand of God was upon them in this whole Affair; their Chariot- 
wheels were taken off, they drew heavily : A Bill fo long delign'd, pre- 
pared, and of that Moment to all their Affairs, bad hardly a ſenlible Com- 
poſure. 


The firſt part of the Bill that was fallen upon; was, whether there ſhould 
be an Oah at all in the Bill, and this was the only part the Court - Partie 
* defended with Reaſon: for the whole Bill being to enjoyn an Oath, the 
Houſe mig! t reje& it, but the Committee was not to deſtroy it. Yet the 
Lerd Halifax did with that quickneſs, Learning, and Elegance, which are 
inſeparable from all his Diſcourſes, make appear, that as there really was 
no Security to any State by Oaths, ſo allo, no private Perſon , much leſs 
States-Man , would ever order his Affairs as relying on it, no Man would 
ever ſleep with open Doors, or unlockt up Treaſure, or Plate, ſhould all 
the Town be ſworn not to Rob; So that the uſe of multiplying Oaths had 
been moſt commonly ro Exclude , or difturb ſome honeſt Conſciencions 
Men, who would never have prejudiced the Government. It was alſo in- 


liſted on by that Lord and others, that the Oath impoſed: by the Bill, con- 
tained Three Clauſes , the two former Aſſertory, and the laſt Promiſſory, 
and that it was worthy the Conlideration of the Biſhops, Whether Aßer- 
tory Oaths , which were properly appointed to give teſtimony of a matter 
ot Fact, whereof a Man is capable to be fully aſſured by the evidence of 
bis Senſes , be lawfully to be made uſe of to Confirm, or Invalidate Do- 
Qrinal Propoſitions , and whether that Legiſlative power, which impoſes 
ſuch an Oath , doth nor neceſſarily aſſume to it ſelf an Infallibility ? And, 
as for Prom:ſſory Oaths, It was delired that thoſe Learned Prelates would 
conlider.the Opinion of Crotius de jure Belly & pact, lib. 2. cap. XIII. who 
ſeems to make it plain that thoſe kind of Oaths are forbidden by our S4. 
viour Chriſt, Mat. 5. 34, 37. and whether it would not become ; 6 Fathers 
of the Church, when they have well weighed that and other places of the 


New Teftament , to be more tender in multiplying Oachs, then hicherts ©; 


the great Men of the Church have been? Bur the Biſhops carried the Point, 
and an Oath was ordered by the major Vote. | 


The next thing in Conſideration , was about the Perſons that ſhould be 
enjoyned to take this Oath; and thoſe were to be, all ſuch as enjoyed any 
beneficial Office or Employment , Eccleſiaſtical, Civil, or Military ; and no 
farther went the Debate for ſome hours, until at laſt the Lord Keeper riſes-up,, 
and with an eloquent Oration, defires to add Privy Connſellors, Tuſtices of 
the Peace, and Members of both Houſes ; The two former particularly men- 
tioned only to uſher in the latter; which was ſo directly againſt ihe two Pre» 
vious Votes, the firſt of which was enroll'd amongſt the ſtanding Orders of 
the Houſe, that it wanted a Man ot n» leſs aſſurance in his Eloquence to- 
propoſe it, and he was driven hard, when he was forced to tell the Houſe, 
that they were Maſters of their own Orders, and Interpretation of them. 


The next conſideration at the Committee was the Oath it ſelf, ard it was de- 


ſired by the Countrey Lords, that it might be clearly known , whether it were 
meant all for an Oath, or ſome of it a Declaration, and ſome an Oath? If the 
latter, then it was deſired it might be diſtinctly parted , and that the Declaratory 
part ſhould be ſubſcribed by it ſelf, and not ſworn, There was no ſmall pains. . 
taken by the Lord Keeper and the Biſhops, to prove that it was brought 
in; the two firſt parts were only a Declaration, and not an Oath; and 
though it was replyed that to declare upon ones Oath, or to abhorr upon 
ones Oath, is the ſame thing with J do Swear yet there was ſome diffi 
D 2 | culty - 


- © culy to obtain the dividing of chem, and that the Declaratory part ſhould 
be ouly Subſcribed, and the reſt Sworn to. 


The Perſons being determin'd, and this diviſion agreed to, the next thing 
was. the parts of the Declaration, wherein the firſt was; J A. B. do declare 
«that 1t is not lawful 17 — pretence whatſoever, to takg up 22 
i King. This was lyable to great Objections; for it was ſaid it might 
introduce a great change of, the Government, to oblige all the Men in — 
Truſt in England, to declare that exact Boundary, and Extent, of the Oath 
of Allegiance, and ow things to be Stated, that are much beter 
involy'd in Generals, peradventure are not capable of another way of 
. expretlion , without great wrong on the one ſide, or the other. There is a 
Law of 25 Edw. 3. that Armes thall not be taken up againſt the Xing, and 
that ic is Treafon to do ſo, and it is a very juſt and reaſonable Law; but 
it is an idle queſtion at beſt, to ask whether Armes in any caſe can be ta- 
ken up againſt a lawful. Prince, becauſe it neceſſarily brings in the debate in 
every Man's mind, how there can be a diſtinction then left between Abſolute, 
and BounJed Monarchys, if Monarchs have only the fear of God, and no 
fear of humane Reliſtance to reftrain them. And ir was farther urged, that 
if the chan e of humane Affaiis in future Ages, ſhould give the French 
King a juft Title and Inveſtiture in the Crown of England, and he ſhould 
. avowedly own a delign by force, to change the Religion, and make his 
Government here as Abſolute as in France, by the extirpation of the No- 
bilicy, Geatry, and principal Citizens of the Proreftant Party, whether in 
ſuch, or like Caſes, this Declaration will be a Service tothe Government, 
as it is now eſtablitht,.: Nay , and it was farther ſaid, that they overthrow the 
Government that ſuppoſe io place any part of it above the fear of Man: 
Fot in our Engliſh Government, and all bounded Monarchys, where the 
Prince is not abſolute, there every individual Subje& is under the fear of 
the King, and His People, either for breaking the Peace, or diſturbing the 
common Intereſt that every Man hath in it, or it he invades the Perſon or 
- Right of his Prince, he invades his whole People, who have bound up in 
him, and derive from Him, all their Liberty, Property, and Safety: As 
alſo the Printe himſelf, is under the fear of breaking 2 Golden Chain 
and Connexture between Him and his People, by making bis intereſt con- 
trary to that they juſtly and rigluly claim: And therefore neither our An- 
ceſtors, nor any other Country free like ours, whilſt they preſerv'd their 
- Liberiics, did ever ſuffer any mercenary, or ſtanding Guard; to their Prince, 
| but 


The ſecond was, And that I do abbery that Trayterons Poſition of taking * 
Armes by His Authority againſt His perſon, To this was objected, That if © © 
this be meant an ion of the Oath of Allegiance to leave men without 
pretenſe to oppoſe where the individual perſon of the King is, then it was to be 
conſidered , that the propoſũ ion as it is here ſet down is univerſal, and yet in moſt 
caſes the polition is not to be abhorred by honeſt or wife men: For there is but 
one caſe, and that never like to happen again, where this poluion is in danger to 
be Trayterous, which was the Caſe of the Long Parliament, made perpet 
the King's own AR, by which the Government was perfectly altered, and 
— Fray its ſelf; — ſuppoſed the — — , 
ent warning, power to prevent t — again into | But 
the other caſes are many, and ſuch as may every day occurr, wherein this po- 
ficion is ſo far from Traiterous, that it would prove both neceſſary and our duty, 
The Fo inftance of Hen, 6. who being a ſoft and weak Prince, when ta- 
ken Priſoner by his Coulin Edward 4. that pretended to the Crown, and the 
great Earl of Warwick, was carryed in their Armies, gave what orders and 
ommiſſions they pleaſed, and yet all thoſe that were Loyal to him adbered to 
his Wife and Son, fought in a pitcht barrel —_—_— in perſon, and retook 
him: This was directly taking np Armes by His Authority againft his perſon , 
and againſt thoſe that were Commiſkon'd by Him, and yet to this day no 


Man hath ever blamed them, or thought but that, if they had done other, 
hey had betray'd their Prince. The great Caſe of Charles 6. of France, 


ho being of à weak and crazie Brain, yet govern'd by himſelf, or rather 
by his Wife, a Woman of paſſionate, and heady humour, that hated ber 
Son the Dolphin, a vigorous and brave Prince, and paſſionately loved her 
Daughter; ſo that She ealily (being preſſed by the Victory of Hen. 3. 
of England ) comply d to ſettle the Crown of France upon Him, to marry 
ber Daughter to Him, and own his Right, contrary to the Salique Law. 
This was directly oppoſed with Armes and Force by the Dolphin , and all 
good French Men, even in his Father's life time. A third inſtance is that 
of King Jae: of bleſſed Memory, who when he was a Child, was ſeized, 
and taken _Prifoner by thoſe , who were juſtly thought no friends to His 
E Crown 


; * ( 18 ) A 
i che caſe ſhould be put, that a future King ef 
Ine temper wäh Hen. 6. or Chay/. 6. of France, {hould 
4 Spaniard , Dutch, or French, whole overgrow ing 
3 goger ahoula hen thoughts of vaſt Empire, and ſhoud, with the 
>... perſon; and commiſſion of the ing, invade England for a Conqueſt, were 
it ot H itablę o our Poyalcy to joyn with the Son of that King, fr the de- 
2: fence. of His Fah Fron and Dignity , even againſt his. Perſon and Con- 
= million? ig i iſe and the like Caſes it was not juſtified, bur that the 
& ſic Letter, oF} might be otherwiſe co..ſtrued , and when wilely 
* conliderd, ft ig 10 be ſo, yet that it was not fafe either for tte King- 
dom, or bet the; King and His Crown, that it ſhould be in expreſs 
words Sint; for if we ſhall forſwear all Diſtinctions, which ill Men 
* Fas of; her in Rebellion, or Hereſy , we mult extend the 
ils of Divinity, and Politiques- To this the aged 
of reply'd, That ro taks up Armes in {uh caſes, is not 
bat > 1 perſon of the King : But his Lordihip was told that he 
hege Hh, nay. much better, have le't it upon the Old Oath of 
ce e made ſuch a wide gapp in his new Declaration. 
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| -miſſioned by bim. Here the 
| — appear'd bare · ſaced 
lamens, for it was ſaid h 
Kings Commaſſion , be not 
Army it Law when ever the Ning pleaſes ; and yet the King's Commiſſion was 
nevertlibught ſufficient to Protett, or juſtify any man, where it is againſt his 
Authority, which is the Law; Jbis allowed alters the whole Law of England, 
in themoſt eſſential and Fundamental parts of it, and makes the whole Law of 
rty. to become Arbitrary, and without effect, whenever the King pleaſes, 
"For inſtance, if ina Suit with a great Favourite, a man recovers Houſe and 
Lands, and by courſe of 22 into Poſſeſſion by the Sheriff, and after- 
wards a Warrant is obtain d by the intereſt of the perſon, to command ſome. 
Souldiers of the _— Army to take the poſſeſlion and deliver it back, in ſuch 
a caſe, the man in Poſſeſſion may juſtify to deſend bimſelf, and killing thoſe who 
hall violently endeavour to enter his bouſe, the party , whoſe houſe is invaded, 
takes up Armes by the King's Authority againſt thoſe , who are Commiſſioned 
by him. And it is the ſame caſe, if the Souldiers had been Commiſſioned to 
defend the Houle againſt the Sheriff, when be firſt endeavored to — the 


poſſeſſion accordiag to Law, neither could any Oider, or Commillion of 
the King's, puta ſtopto theSheriff, if he had done his duty in 1aiing 
force of ubas County to put the Law in execution; neither can the Court, from 
whom that Oxder proceeds, (if they obſerve heir oaths, day} put any 
ſtop to the execution ot the Law in ſuch a caſe, by any comma n 
miſlion from the King « hatſoever; Nay, all the Guards, and ſtanding for- 
ces in England, cannot be ſecured by any Commiſlion from being a direct 
Riot, and unlawful Aſſembly , unlefs in time of open War and: Rebellion: 
Ard it is not out of the way to ſuppoſe, that if any King hereafter , ſhall con- 
trary to the petition of Right , demand, and levie Money by -Privy-Seal , 
or otherwiſe, and cauſe. Souldiers to enter, and diſtrain- fof ſuch like il 
legall Taxes, iat in ſuch a caſe any Man may by Law -defend' his -bouſe 
againſt them; and yet this is of the ſame nature wich the former; and a- 
gainſt the words of tte Declaration. Theſe inſtances may ſeem ſe merliat rough , 
and not with the uſual reverence towardsthe Crown ,- but then alleadged, they 
were to be excuſed, when all was concerned, And without: ſpeaking thus 
plain, it is. re ſuſed to be underſtood; and, however happy We zre now, 
either in the preſent Prince, or thoſe we bave in proſpect , yet the ſuppo= 
ſitions are rot extravagant, when we conſider , Kings are but Men, 
compaſſed with more temptations then others; And, as the Earl of; S 
bary, who ſtocd like a Rock of Nobility, and Englifh Principles, excel- 
lemly replyed to the Lord Keeper, who was pleaſed to term them remote 
Inſtances , tlat they would not hereafter prove ſo, when this Declaration 
tad made the practiſe of them Juſtiſiable. 1 


Theſe Argi ments enforced the Lords for the Bill to a change of jhis' 
part of the Declaration, ſo thatthey agreed tHe ſecond; and ihi id parts of 
it , ſhould run this; And I do abborr that Trayterous poſition of taking Armer 
againſt by His Authority , againſt his Perſon, er againſt thoſe , that are 
commiſſioned by Him according to Law, in time of Kebellion, or War, alt+ 
ing in purſuance of ſuch Commaſſion, Which mends the matter very little; 
for if they mean ihe King's Authority, and his lawful Commiſtion, to be 
two things, and ſuch as are capable of Oppoſition, them it is as dangerous to 
are the Liberties of the Nation, as when it run in the former words, 
and we only cheated by new Phraling of it: But if they« underſtard them 
to be one and the fame thing, as really and truly they ate, then we are 
only to abhorr the Treaſon of the poſuion of raking Armes by the King's 
Authority againſt the King's. Authority, _ it is Non · ſenſe, and 
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-not icable; and fo had done little but confeſt , that all the Cl 
— aber — been forced by former A&s of this — 
Parliament, to — — 7 — 2 that now are found 
ſo far from being Juſtifable , they are y contrary to Afagns 
Charts our Properties, and the Eftabliſh'd Law and Government 4 
Nation, 


The next thing in courſe was, the Oath ic ſelf, againſt which the Objection 
lay ſo plain, and ſo ſtrong at the firſt entrance, Fiz. That there was no care 
alen of the Dedtrine, but only the Diſcipline of the Church. The Papiſts 
need not ſcruple the taking this for — 4 — in its greateſt 
Luſtre, — the Popiſli Religion was introduced, but the King's Supremacy 
is juſtled alide by this Oath , and makes better room for an Eccleſiaſtical One, 
in fe much that wich this, and much more, they were inforced to change their 
Oath, and the next day bring it in as followeth. 7 do ſwear that I will not en- 
deavonr to alter the Proteſtaut Religion or the Government either of Church 
or State. By this they thorgbt they had ſalved all, and now began to call 
their Oath A Security for the Proteſtant Religion, and the — — deſign to pre- 
vent Popery,, it we thould have a Popiſh Prince. But the Countrey Lords 
W at their conhdence in this, ſince they bad never thought of it before, 
and had been but the laft preceeding day of the Debate by pure Shame com- 
pell'dtoto this Addition; for it was not unknown to them, that ſome of the 
Biſhops themſelves bad told ſome of the Rom Catholick, Lords of the Houſe , 
that care had been taken that it might be ſuch an Oath, u might not bear upon 
them. But let it be whatever they would have it, yet the Countrey Lords 
chought the addition was unreaſonable and of as dangerous conſequence as the 
reſt of the Oath. And it was not tobe wondred at, it the addition of the beſt 
. the Authority of an 8 divine Inſtitution, ſhould make 
an not to endeavor to alter, juſt lo much worſe by the addition. For 
as the Earl of Shaft»bury very well urg'd, that it is a far different thing 
to believe, or to be fully perſuaded of the truth of the Doctrine of Our 
Church; and to ſwear wever to endeavor to alter; which laſt , muſt be ut- 
terly unlawful, unleſs you place an Infatibility either in the Church, or 
Your Self, you being otherwiſe obliged to alter, when ever a clearer, or 
better light comes te you z and he deſi d leave to ask, where are the Boun- 
daries, or where ſhall we find, how much is meant by the Preteſtant Re- 
' igion. The Lord Keeper thinking he bad now got an advantage, wich his 

uſual Eloquence, deſires it might not be told in Gath, nor pnbliſhed in the 
Streets of Askglon , that a Lord of ſo greats Parts, and | —— 
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feſling himſelf for the Church of England, ſhould not know what is meant 

the Proteſtant Religion, This was ſeconded with great pleaſamneſs By 
Divers of the Lords the Biſhops ; bur the Bilbop of Wincheſter, and ſome: 
others of them were pleaſed to condeſcend to inſtruct that Lord, that the 
Proteſtant Religion was comprehended in 39 Articles, the Liturgie, the 
Catechiſme , the Homilies, and the Canons, To this the Earl ot Shafts- 
bury replied, that he tegg'd ſo much Charity of themto believe, that he knew 
the Proteſtant Religion ſo well, and was lo confirmed in it, that he hoped 
he ſhould burn for the witneſs of it, if Providence ſhould call him to it: 
But be might perhaps think ſome things zor neceſſary , that they accoun ed 
Eſſential , nay he might think ſome things nor trace, or agreeable to the 
Scripture, that they might call Doctrines of the Church: Belides when he 


was to ſwear never to endeavor to alter, it was certaic.ly neceſſary to know 


how far the juſt extent of this Oath wa,; but ſince they had told him that 
the Proteſtant Religion was in. thoſe 5 tracts, he bad ſtill ro ask, whether 
they meant thoſe whole Tracts were the Proteſtant Religion, or only that 
the Proteſtant Religion was contained in all thoſe, but that every pars of 


theſe was not the Proteſtant Religion. If they meant the {ormer of theſe 


then he was extreamly in the dark to find the Doctrine of Predeſtination 
in the 18. and 17. Art. to be owned by ſo few great Doctors of the 
Church, and to find the 19. Art. to deſiae the Church directly as the Ju- 
dependents do: Beſides the 20. Art. ſtating the Authority of the Church 
is very dark, and either contradicts ic ſelf, or ſays nothing, or what is 
contrary to the known Las of the Land; bell les ſeveral ocher things, in 
the 39 Articles , have been Preached, and Wiit againſt by Men of great 
Favor, Power, and Prefermeat in the Church. He humbly conceived the 
Liturgie was not fo ſacred, being made by Men the other days, and thought 
to be more differing from the diſſcoting Preteſtants, and leſs eaſy to be 
complyd with, upon the ad antage of a pretenſe well known unto us all, 
of making alterations as mighc the better waice us; in Read whereof, there 
is ſcarce one altera ion, but widens the breach, and no ordination allow u 
by it here, (as it now ſtan s laſt reformed in the Act of Uniformity ) but 
what is Epiſcepall; in ſo much that a Pepiſh Prieſt is capable, when con- 
verted, of any Church preferment without Reerdinarion; but no Proteſtant 
Min ſter not Epilcopa!ly ordain'd , but is required to be reordain'd , as much 
as in us hes anchurching all the forreigu Proteſtants, that have not Biſhops, 
though the comrary was both allow d, and practis d from the beginning 
of che Reformation tijl the time ot that Act, and ſeveral Biſhops made of 
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ſuch , as were ne-er ordain'd Prieſts by Biſhops, Moreover the Unchari- 
rablene/; of it was ſo much againſt the Intereſt of the Crown , and Church 
of England ( caſting off the dependency of the whole Proteſtant partie a- 
broad ) that it would have been bought by che Pope and French King at a 
vaſt ſumm of Money; and it is difficult to conceive ſo great an advantage 
fell to them meerly by chance, and without their help; ſo that he thought 
to endeavor to alter, and reſtore the Liturgy to what it was in Queen Eli- 


z.«beths days might conſiſt with his being a very good Proteſtant. 


As to the Catachiſme , he really thought it might be mended, and durſt 
declare to them, it was not well chat there was not a better made. 


For the Homilies he thought there might be a better Book made, and 
the 3. Hom, of Repairing and keeping clean of Churches, might be omit- 
ted. 


What is yet ſtranger then all this, The Caxons of our Church are 
directly the old Popiſh Canons, which are ſtill in force, and no other; 
which will appear, if you turn to the Stat. 25. Hen. 8. cap. 19 con- 
firmed and received by 1. Eliz. where all thoſe Canons are eflabliſh'd , 
untill an alteration ſhould be made by tlie King in purſuance of that 
Act; which thing was attempted by Edward the 6th. but not perſected, 
an Jet alone ever lince , for what reaſongthe Lords the Biſhops could 
beſt tel; ani it was very bard to be Jo by Oath met to endea- 
vour to alter either the, Engliſh Common-Brayer book, or the Canon of 
the Mass. But if they meant the latter, That the Proteſtant Religion s con- 
tein d in all theſe , but that every part of thoſe is not the Proteſtant Religion, 
then be apprehended it might be in the Biſhops Power to declare ex poſt 
alle what is the Proteſtant Religion or not, or elſe they muſt leave it to 
ezery man to judge for himſelf, what parts of thoſe books are or are not, 
ani then their Oath bad been much better let alone. Much of this nature 
was ſaid by that Lord, and Others, and the great Officers, and Biſhops. 
were ſo hard put to it, that they ſeemed willing, and convinced to admit 
of an Expedient. The Lord Wharton an Old an! Exper: Parliament Man 
of eminent Piety and Abilities, belide a great Friend to the Proteſtant 
Religion, and Intereſt of England . offer'd as a cute to the whole Oath, and 
what mig'"\t make it 1 — in all the 3 parts of it, without any fa 
debate, the addition of theſe words at the latter end of the Oath, Vic. 
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4 the ſame is or ſhall be eftabliſh'd by Ad of Parliament , but this wis 
not eadured at all, when the Lord Grey of Roliften, a wonhy and 
true Engliſh Lord, offered another Expedient, which was the addiri- 
on of words, by force er fraud, to the beginning of the Oath, and 
then it woul{*run thus, / ds ſwear not to endeavor force or fraud 
te alter, this was alſo a care that would have paſſed the whole Oath, 
and ſeemed as if it would have carried the whole Houſe The Duke 
of Terk and Biſhop of Rochefter both ſecond ng it; but the Lord Trea- 
furer , who had priv a: ely beioie conſented to it, ſpeaking againſt it, 
gave the word and lign to that party, and it being put to the queſtion, 
the major Vote anſwered all arguments, and the L. Grey's Propolition 
was laid alide. 


Having thus carried the queſtion , relying upon their ſtrength of Votes, 
taking advantage that thoſe expedients that had been offered , extended 
to the whole Oath , though but one of the 3 Clauſes in the Oach had 
been debated, the other two not mentioned at all, they attempted 
ſtrongly at nine of the Clock at night to have the whole Oath put to 
the queſſion, and though it was reſolutely oppoſed by the Lord Mo- 
bun, a Lord of great courage, and reſolution in the Publick Intereſt, 
and one whoſe own perſonal meriis, as well as his Fathers, gave him 
a juſt ticle to the belt favors of the Court; yer they were not di- 
verted but by as great a diſorder as ever was ſeen in that Houſe pro- 
ceeding from the rage thoſe . unreaſonable proceedings had cauſed in 
the Country Lords, they ſtanding up in a clump together, and cry- 
ing out wich ſo loud a con inue Voice Adjearu, that when ſilenee 
was obtain'd, Fear did what Reaſon could not do, cauſe the queſtion 
to be put only upon the firſt Clauſe concerning Proteſtant Religion, 
to which che Biſhops deſired might be added, & ir i now eſtabliſhed, 
and one of the eminenteft of thoſe were for the Bill added the words 
by Law; ſo that, as it was paſſed, it ran, 7. A. B. do ſwear that I 
will not endeavor to alter the Proteſtant Religion now by Law eſta- 
bliſhed in the Church of England. And here obſerve the words by 
Law do directly take in the Canons though the Biſhops had never men- 
tioned them. And now comes the conſideration of the latter part of 
the Oath which comprehends theſe 2 Clauſes, viz. ror the Cor erment 
either in Church or State, wherein the Clurch came fi ſt to be con- 
Gderd; And it was objeted by the Lords againſt the Bill that it was 

F 2 not 


1888) 
ww” 


624) 

met agreeable to the King's Crown and Digniiy, to have His Subs 
ein to the Government of the Church equally as to Himſelf ; That 
for the Kings of Eng laud to ſwear to maintain the Church, was a 
diffe, ent thing from erzoyning all His Officers, and both His Houſes 
of barliament to ſwear to them, It would be well under ſtood, before 
the Bill gaſſed, what the Gevernment of the Church (we are to ſwear 
10) is, and what the Boundaries of it, whether it derives no Poxer, 
nor Auihorky , nor the exerciſe of any Power, Authority, or Fun- 
ction, but from the Xing as head of the Church, and from God as 
through lum, as all his other Officers do? 


For no Church or Religion can juſtify it ſelf to the Government, 
but the State Religion, that ownes' an entire dependency on, and is 
but a branch of it; or the independent Congregations, whileſt they 
claim no other poxer, but the excluſion of their own members from 
their particular Communion, and endeavor not to ſet up a Kingdom 
of Chriſt to their own uſe in this World , whileſt our Saviour hath 
told us, that His Kingdom is not of ic; for otherwiſe there would 
be Imperium in imperis, and two diſtinẽt Supream Powers inconliſtent 
with each other, in the ſame place, and over the ſame perſons, The 
Biſhopg al eadged that Prieſthood and the Power thereof, ani the A.- 
thorieits belonging thereunto were derived immediately from Chriſt, 
but that the licenſe of exerciſing that Authority and Power in an\ 
Country is derived from the civil Magiſtrate: To which was replied, 
that it was 4 dangerous thing to ſecure by Oath, and Alt of Parlia- 
ment thoſe in the exenciſe of an Authority, and power in the King's 
Caonntry , and over Hu Subjects, which being received from Chrift 
himſelf , cannot be altered, or limitted by the King's Laws; and that 
this was directly to ſet the Mitre above the Crown. And it was fat- 
ther offered , that rhis Oath was the greateſt attempt that had been made 
againſt the King*s Supremacy ſince the Reformation; for the King in 
Parliament may alter, diminiſh, enlarge, or take away any Biſhop- 
rick ; He may take any part ot a Dioceſs, or a whole Dioceſs, and put 
them under Deans , or other Perſons, for if this be not lau ful, but 
that Epiſcopacy ſhould be jure divino, the maintaining the Govern- 
ment: as it is now, is unlawful, fince the Deans of Hereford , and 
alubiry , have very large tracts vnder their juriſdiction, and ſeveral Par- 
of Pariſhes have Epiſcopal juriſdiction; ſo that a: beſt that Go- 
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- vernment wants alteration , that is ſo imperſectly ſettled, The Biſhop 
of Wincheſter affirmed in this debate ſeveral rimes, that there was no 
Chriftian Church before Calvin that had not Biſhops; to which he 
was anſwered that the Albigenſes a very numerors Peopte, and the 
only viſible known Church of true beleivers, of ſome Ages, had no 
i - It is very true, what the Bilhop of Wincheſter replyd, that 
they ſome amongſt them, who alone had power to ordain, but 
that only to commit that power to the Wiſeſt, and Graveſt Men 
_— Them , and to ſecure ill, and unfit Men from being admitted 
into the Miniſtery ; but they exercis d no juriſdiction over the others. 
And it was faid by divers of the Lords, that they thought Epiſco- 
pal Government beſt for the Church, and moſt ſuitable for the Mon- 
archy, but 3 fay with the Lord of Sauthampton upon the oc- 
caſion of this in the Parliament of Oxford, I will not be ſworn not 
te takg away Epiſcepacie , there being nothing, that is not of Divine Pre- 
cept, but ſuch circumſtances may come in affairs, as may ren- 
der it not Eligible by the beſt of Men. And it was alſo faid, that / 
Epiſcopacy be to be received as by Divine Precept, the King's Supre- 
i overthrown , and ſo is alſo the opinion of the Parliaments both 
in Edw. 6, and Queen Elizabeths time; and the conſtitution of our 
Church tone altered, as hath been ſhewd. But the Church of 
Rome it ſelf hatch contradicted that Opinion, when She hath made fuch 
vaſt tracts of ground, and great numbers ot Men exempt from Epil- 
copal juriſdiction. The Lord Wharton upon the Bilkops claim to a Di- 
vine Right, asked a very hard queſtion, viz. whether they then did not 
claim wit hal, « power of yas ry, ho, Prince, which they 
E to anſwer, and being preſs'd me other Lords, ſaid they 
never done it. Upon which che Lord Haliſax told them that 
that might well be; for ſince the Reformation they had hitherto bad 
too great a dependance on the Crown to venture on that, or any 
ether Offence to it: and ſo the debate paſſed on to the third Clauſe , 
ich had the fame exceptions againſt it with the two former, of 
unbounded How far ary Man might meddle, and how far 
and is of that extent, that it overthrew all Parliaments, and 
them capable of nothing but giving Money. For what is the buſi 
of Parliaments but the alteration, either by adding, or — away 
ſome part of the Government, eicher in Church or State ? and every 


new Act of Parliament is an alteration; and what kind of Government 
G in 
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in Church and State muſt that be, which I muſt ſxear upon no a'teration 
of Time, emergencie of Affairs, nor variation of humane Things, ne- 
vet to endeavor to aber? Would it not be requlice that ſuch a Go- 
vermnent thould be given by God himſelf, and that withall the Ce- 
remonie ot Thunder, ard Lightening, an4 viſible appearance to the 
whole People, which God vouchfafed ro the Chrildren of 1/rael at 
Mour.t Sinaj? and yet my ſhall no where read that they were ſworn 
to it by any oath like this: nay on the Contrary , the Princes and 
the Rulers , even thoſe recorded for rhe beſt of them, did make ſeve- 
rel variations, The Lord Stafford, a Noble Van of great Honor and 
Candour, but who had been all along for the Bill, yet was fo far 
convinced with che debate, that be freely declared, there ought to be 
an addition to the Oath, for preſcrving the freedom of debates in 
Parliament. This was ſtrongly urged by the never to be forgotten, 
Earl ef Bridg water, who gave repwation , and ſtrength to this Cauſe 
of England, as did alſo thole worthy Earls. Denbigh, Clarendon , and 
bury, Men of great Worth and Honor. To Salve all chat was 
ſaid by theſe, and the Other Lords, The Lord Keeper and the Bi- 
mops urged, that there was a Proviſo, which fully preſerved the 
Priviledges of Parliament, and upon farther enquiry there appearing 
no ſuch, but only a Previous votre, as is before mention'd , they ab 
low d that that Previous vote thoald be drawn into a Proviſo, and ad- 
ded to the Bill, and then in their opinion the Exception to the Oath 
for thiz cauſe was perfetly removed; but on the other ſide it was 
offered, that a poſuive abſolute Oath being taken, a Proviſo ia the 
Act could not diſpence with it without ſome reference in the body 
of the Oath; vnto that Proviſo; but this alſo. was utterly denied, un- 
till the next day, the debate going on upon other matters, the Lord 
Treaſurer , whoſe authority ealily obtained with the major Vote, re- 
aſſumed what was menioued in the Debates of the proceeding days, 
and allow'd a reference to the Proviſo; ſo that it then paſt in theſe 
words, 1. A. B. do [wear that I will not endeator to alter the Prote- 
Sant Keligion now by Law Eſtabliſht in the Church of England , nor the 
Government of this Kingdom in Church, or State, 4s it is now by 
Law eſtabliſhed, and I de take this Oath according to the meaning 
af ahis Alt and the Proviſe contain d in the ſame, ſo help me God. 
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There was a paſſage of the very greateſt obſervation in the whole 
debate, and which with moſt clearneſs ſhewd what the great Men 
and Bilhops aimed at, and thould in order Fave come in before, 
bar. that ic deſerve ] ſo particular a conſideration, that I thought beſt 
to place it here by it felt, whi.h was, that upon paſſing of the 
P, 0viſo for preſerving the Rights, and Priviledges of Parliaments mac 
out of the Previous Votes, It was excellently olſers'd by the Earl 
of Bullingbrook,, a Man of great Abilicie, and Learning in the Laus 
of tle Land, and perfectly Hedfaſt in all good Englih Principles, 
that though that Proviſe did preſerve the freedom of | Debates and 
Votes in Parliament , yet the Oath remain d notwithſtanding that Pre- 
viſe upon all Men, that {hall take as 2 prohibition either by Speech, 
or Writing , of Addreſs ,. to endeavor any alteration in Rehgion , 
Church, or State; nay alſo upon the Members of both ' Houſes o- 

therwiſe then as they ſpeak, and vote in open Parliaments or Com- 
mittees : for this Oarh takes away all private Converſe upon any ſuch 

affairs even one with another. This was ſeconded by the Lord 
Dela mer , whoſe Name is well known, as alſo his Worth, Piery , 
and Learning; I ſhould mention his great Merits too, but I know 
not whether that be lawful, they lying yet unrewaided, The Lord 
Shaftsbury preſeruly drew up ſome words for preſerving the ' ſame 
Rights, Priviledges, and Freedoms, which Men now enjoy by the 
Laws eſtabliſhed, that ſo by a lide Wind we might not be depri- 
ved of the great Liberty we enjoy as Engliſh Aden, and defired 
thoſe- words might be jaſerted in that -Proviſs befoce/ir paſt. This 
was ſeconded by many of the forementioned Lords, and preſt up- 
vn thoſe terms, chat they deſired not to countenance, or make 
in the leaſt degree any thing -lawful, that was not already fo , bur 
that they might not be deprived by this dark -way of- proceeding of 
that Liberty was neceſſary to them as Men, and without Which Par- 
Yaments would be renderd uſeleſs, Upon this all dhe great Officers 
ſhowd themſelves , nay the D. of 'Lauderdait himſelf , though un- 
der the Load of two Addreſſes, opened bis "mouth, and together 
with the Lord Keeper, and the Lord Treaſurer , told the Com- 
mittee in — terms, that they intended, and defign'd to pre- 
vent Caballing, and conſpirac ies againſt the Government that the 

knew* no reaſon why any of the King's Officers ſhould conſult 
bay g | . | with 
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wich Parliament Men about Parliament buſineſs, and particular- 
ty mentiomd thoſe of the Armie , Treaſury, and Navy ; and 
when it was ObjeRed to them, that the greateſt part 'of the 
moſt knowing Geritry were either Juſtices of the Peace, or 
of the Militia , and that this took away. all converſe , or diſ- 
courſe of any. alteration , which was in truth of any bulineſs in 
Parliament , and that the Officers of the my and Treaſury , 
might be beſt able to adviſe what ſhould be fit in many caſes; 
and that withall none of their Lerdfhips did offer any thi 
to ſalve the inconvenience of Parliament Men being deprived 
diſcourſing one with another, upon the matters that were be- 
fore them. des ir muſt be again remembred , that nothing 
was herein delired to be countenanced , or made lawful , bur 
to preſerve that that is already Law, and avowedly juſtified 
by it; For without this addition to the Proviſo, the Oath 
renderd Parliaments but a Snare not a Security to the 1 
Yet to all this was anſwerd ſometimes wh * „ and bigh 
words, ſomerimes with Jeſts , and Raillery (the b had ) and 
at the laſt the major Vote anlwered all objections, laid a (ide 
the addicion tendered. 


There was another thing before the finiſhing of the Oath , 

nb hugh n. 

Winchefter, W to have 

mentioned in the firſt , and chiefeſt place g_ conduct, 

in the whole debate, being an expert Parliament 

one whoſe Quallity , Parts, and Fortune, and own- 

Principles , concurr to give him one of the great- 

in the eſteem of good Men. The additional Oath ten- 

, "was 85, ſolloweth, I do ſwear that I will never by Threats, 

Injunitions ; Promiſes, Advantages, or Invitation , by or ſrom 

4 perſon whatſoruer , nor from the bopes, or profpe# 3 

Gift, Place , Office , or Benefit what ſocuer, give my Vote 6- 
ther then according to my Opinion and Conſcience, 4 1 

he truly, and really perſuaded upon the debate of any -buſineſs 

in Parliament ; ſo belp me God. 


This 
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This Oath was offerd upon the occaſion of ſwearing Mem- 
bers of Parliament, and upon this ſcore only, that if any new 


* 


Oath was thought fit (which that Noble Lord declared his own 
Judgment — againſt ) this certainly was ( all conſidera- 
tions, and circumſtances taken in) moſt neceſſary to be a part, 
and the nature of it was not ſo ſtrange if they conliderd the 
Judges Oath , which was not much different from this, To 
this the Lord Keeper ſeemed very averſe, and declared in a 
very fine Speech, that it was an Uſeleſs Oath ; for all Gifts, 
Places, and Offices, were likelyeſt to come from the King, 
and no Member of Parliament. in either Houſe , could do too 
much for the King, or be too much of His fide; and that 
Men might lawfully , and worthily , have in their Proſpe&, ſuch Of- 
fices, or Benefits from Him. With this the Lords againſt the 
* Bill, were in no tearms fatisfied , but plainly ſpoke out that 
Aden had been, might, and were likely to be, in either 
Houſe , too much for the King, «s they cad it, and that 
whoever did endeavour to give more power to the King, then 
the Law and conſtitution of the Government had given, eſpe- 
cially if it tended to the Introducing an Abſolute and Arbi- 
trary Government might juſtly be faid to do too much for the 
King, and to be corrupted in his judgment by the proſpect 
of advantages , and rewards; Though, when it is conlidered 
that every deviation of the Croxn towards Abſolute power, leſ- 
ſens the King in the love, and affection of his People, make- 
ing Him become leſs their Interet, A wiſe Prince will not 
think it a Service done Him, 


And now remains only the laſt part of the Bill, which is the 
the penalty different according to the quallifications of the Per- 
ſons All that are, or ſhall be Privy Counſellors, Fuſtices of the 
Peace, or, poſſefſors of any beneficial Office , Eccleſiaſtical , Ci- 
vill, or Military, are to takg the Oath when ſummoned , upon 


pain of 300 l. and being made uncapable of bearing Office, the 


Atembers of both Honſes are not made uncapable , but lyable to 

the penalty of 300 Il. if they taks it not. Upon all which the 

conſiderations of the Debate were, That thoſe Officers, and 
"= | 


Members 


* 
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Members of beth. Houſes are of all the Nation the moſt dan 


erous to be fvorn into” a miſtake, or change of the Gorern- 
ent, ar4 that , as ro the Members of both Hoofes , the penal- 


'ty 6f Wor was direttly agatut the latter of the 2. Previous Votes, 


ant aſthouglt they had not applied the penalty of Incapaciry un- 
to the Medibers of both Houſes, becauſe of the firſt Previous. 
Vote id, the Cafe of the Lords, neither dutſt; they admit of a 
Pr opolition made by forme of themſelves, the rhoſe that did ar 
tem up, and Sit as Members, frould be lyable to the taking 
the Oath, br — ani they did ſo ; Let cheir Ends were 
not to be compaſſed withour invading the latter Previous Vote, 
an] conrary to the Righ-s ard Priviledges of Parliament enforce 
them to ſwear, or pay — J. every Parliament, and this they 
ca:ried through with {o ſtrong a Reſolution , that having expe- 


rienced their mis tortunes in replys for ſeveral hours, not one 


of the patty could be provoked to ſpeak one word. Thongh , 
belides the former arguments, it was ftrongly urged , that this 
Oath ought to be put upon Officers with 1 penary then 
the Teſt was in the Act of the immediate preceding Seflion a- 
ainſt the Papiffs, by which any Man might fir down with the 
oſs of his Office, without being in the darger of the penalt 
of Fo>1. and alſo that this Act had a direct rettoſpect ( whic 
ougtit ne:er to be in Penall Laws) for this AR puniſhes Men 
for having an Office withort taking this Oath, which office, 
before this Law paſs, they may now lawfully enjoy without it. 
Vet notwithſtanding it provides not n power, in many Caſes , 
for them to parc with it, before this Oath overtake them , For 
the clauſe whoever is in Office the 1. September will not relieve 
a Juſiice of the Peace, who, being once Sworn, is not in his own 
power to be left out of commiſſion ; and ſo might be inſtanced 
in ſeveral viber caſes ; as alſo the members of the Houſe of 
Commons were not in their own power to be unchofen; and as 
to the Lords, they were fubje&ed by it to the meaneſt condi- 
tion of Mankind, if they could not enjoy their Birthright , 


without playing Tricks futable to the Humour of every Age, 


and be enforced to fivear to every fancie of the preſent times. 
Three yrais. ago it was Al Libero and Tndalgence , ard now 


it is. Striſt and Rigid Conformity and what it may be, in ſome 


ſhort 


-4 
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ſhort time bereafter, wichom the Spit of Propheſying might be 
ſhrewdly gueſt by a cosfidering Man. This being anſwerd with 
lilence , the Duke of Buckzngheaw , whoſe Quality ©. admirable Wir, 


and unuſual pains , that he took m—_— in the debate againſt this 


Bill, makes me mention Him in this laft place, as General: of the; 


partie, and coming laſt out of the Field, made a Speech late ar 


night of Eloquent, and well placed Noa-fenſe, ſhowing how excel-. 
lently welt he could do both ways, and hoping that might do, when 
Senſe ( which he often. before uſed with che higheſt” advantage of 
Wit, and Reaſon) would not; but the Earl of Wizchilſea readily 
apprehending the Dialect, in a ſhort reply, put an end to the De- 
bate, and the major Vote «lt:ma ratio Sem, &. Concilium, 
carried che Queſtion, as the Court, and Biſhops. would have it. 


This was the /aft Ad of this Tragi-Comedy, which bad taken 
up lixteen or ſevemeen whole days debme, the Houſe fitting 
times till eight or nine of the Clock at night, and ſomerimes till. 
Midnight; but che bulineſs of privileg between the two Houſes 


gave ſuch an interrupt ion, that this Bill was never reported from the 
Committee to the Houſe, 


I have memion'd to You divers Lords, that were Speakers, as it 
fell in the Debate, bat I have not diſtribued the Arguments of the 
debate to every particular Lord, Now you know the Speakers, 
your cu:iolity may be ſatisſied, and the Lords I am ſure will not 

uarrel about the diviſion. I muſt not forget to mention thoſe great 
Lords, Bedford, Devonſhire , and Burlington, for the Countenance 
and ſuppo:t they gave to the Zrglifh Intereſt; The Earl of Ne- 
ford was ſo brave in it, that he joyn'd in three of the Proteſts, So 


alſo did the Earl of Derſit, and the Earl of Stamford, a Young 


Noble Man of great hopes, The Lord Exve', the Lord Viſcount 


Say and Stal, and tte Lord Pagitt in two; the Lord Avwdley and 


the Lord Fitzwater in the 3 4. and the Lord Peter, a Noble Man 


of great Eſtate, and always true to the maintenance of Liberty, and 
Property in the firſt. And I ſhould got bave omitted the Earl of 
Derſet, Lord Anudley, and the Lord Peter amongſt the Speakers: 


for I will aſſure you they did their parts excellertly well. The 


Lord Y:iſcount Hereford was a ſteady Man among the Countrey 
| H 2 


Lords ;. 


Ls 
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Lords; fo alſe was the Lord Townſend, a Man juſtly of 
Eſteem, and power in his own countrey , and amongſt all Coe 
chat well know him. The Earl of Carnarvon ought not to be men- 
tion'd in the laſt place, for he came out of the Countrey on pur. 
poſe to oppoſe the Bill, ſtuck very faſt to the Countrey partie, 
and ſpoke many excellent things againſt it. I dare not mention the 
Roman Catholick, Lords, and ſome others, for fear I hurt them, 
but thus much 1 ſhall ſay of the Roman Catholick Peers, that if 
they were ſafe in their Eftates, and yet kept out of Office, their 
Votes in that Houſe would net be the moſt unſafe to England of 
any ſort of Men in it. As for the abſent Lords, the Earl of Rurt- 
land, Lord Sandys, Lord Herbert of Cherbury, Lord North, and 
Lord Crew, eught to be mentiond with Honor, having taken care 
their Votes ſhould maintain their own intereſt, and opinions; but 
the Earls of Excerer, and Cheſterfield, that gave no proxies this 
Seſſions, the Lord Montagne of Boughton, that gave his to the 
Treaſurer , and the Lord Roberts his to the Earl of Northampton, 
ae not eaſily to be underſtood, - If you ask after the Earl of Car- 
liſie, the Lord Viſcount Falconbridge , and the Lord Berkely of Berk. 
ley Caſtle, becauſe you find them not mentioned amongſt their old 
Friends, all I have to ſay, is, That the Earl of Carls/le ſtept aſide 
to receive his Pention, the Lord Berkgly to dine with the Lord Trea- 
ſurer, but the Lord Yiſcount Falconberg , like the Noble Man in the 
Goſpel , went away ſorrowfull , for he a Great Office at Court , 
but 1 deſpair not ef giving you a better account of them next Seſ- 
lions, for it is not 2 when they conſider that Cromwel's 
Major General, Son in law, and Friend, ſhould think to find their 
Accounts amongſt Men that ſet up on ſuch a bottom 


Thus Sir, You ſee the Standard of the ne Partie is not yet ſet 
up, but muſt be the work of another Seſſion, though it be admira- 
ble to me, how the Xing can be enduced to venture His Affairs up- 
on ſuch weak Counſels, and of ſo fatal conſequences, for I believe it 
is the firſt time in the World, that ever it was thought adviſeable, 
after fifteen years of the higheſt Peace , Quiet, and Obedience, that 
ever was in any Countrey, that there thould be a pretenſe taken up, 
and a reviving of former miſcarriages, eſpecially atter ſo many Pro- 
miſes, and Declarations, as well as Acts of Obliviog, and ſo much 


merit 


. 
. — 
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merit of the Offending partie, in being the Inſtruments of the King's 
Happy Return, beſides the putting ſo vaſt a number of the Kiag's 
Subjects in u:ter deſpair of having their crimes ever forgotten, and it muſt 
be à great Miſtake in Counſels, or worſe, that there ſhould be ſo 
much pains taken by the Court todebaſe, and bring low the Houſe 
ot Peers, if a Military Government be not intended by ſome. For 


the Power of Peerage, and a — Army are like two Buckets, 
the 


the proportion that one goes down, the other exactly goes up; and 
I refer you to the conſideration of all the Hiſtories of ours, or any 
of our neighbor Northern Monarchies , whether ſtanding forces Mi- 
litary , and Arbitrary government, came not plainly in by the ſame 


ſteps, that the Nobility were leſſened; and whether when ever they 


were in Power, and Greatneſs, they permitted the leaſt ſhac o of 
any of them: Our own Countrey is à clear inſtance of it; For thou gh 
the White Roſe and the Red chang d fortunes often tothe ruine , ſlaugt- 
ter and beheading of the great Men of the other fide; yet nothin g 
could enforce them to ſecure themſelves by a ſtanding force: But I 
cannot believe that the King Himſelf will ever deſign any ſuch thing; 
for He is not of a temper Robiſt , and Laborious enough, to deale 
with ſach a ſort of Men, or reap the advantages, if there be any, 
of ſuch a Government, and I think, He can baidly bave forgot the 
treatment his Father received from the Officers of his Army, both 
at Oxford, and Newark; *Iwas an bard, but almoſt an even choice 
to be the Parliaments Priſener, or their Slave; but 1 am ſure the 
greateſt proſperity of his Armes could have brought bim to no hap- 
pier cot dition, then our King bis Son hath before him whenever he 
pleaſe, However, This may be ſaid for the honor of this Seſſion, 
that there is no Prince in Chriſtendom hath at a greater expence of 
Money, maintained for two Morths ſface,'a Nobler, or more uſe- 
ful diſpute of the Politiques, Miſtery , and ſee. eis of Government, 
bo h in Church and State, then this bath been; Of u hich noble de- 
lign no part is owing to any of the Countrey Lords, for they ſeve- 
ral of them begg d, at tle fiſt ertrance imo tte Debate, that they» 
might not be engaged in ſuch diſputes, as would unavoidably pro- 
duce divers things to be ſaid , which — were willing to let alone. 
But I myſt bear chem witneſs, and lo will you, havirg read this , 
that they did their parts in it, when it came to it, and ſpoke plain 
like old Englith Lor ds. 

1 L 
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( ut eonclade wih ibn 8 4 mo a 
III T fhaſeonclude wic (hat, upon th e matter, is moſt wor 
F : l conlidefarion ,- Ihr the «deſigw is te declare w ——— nY 
* went more Abſolute , and ar) , then the Oath of Allegience, or oid 
[La knew ,/and then make us ſweer unte it , a it is ſo hed : And 
les then this the Biſhops not offer in requital to the Crown for par- 
iin wick its Supremacy , and ſuffering them co be ſworn to equal with it 
N ſelf. —— pot gn — — in his Ca- 
nom cf 1640. you an Oath very a Declaratory Ca- 
J non preceding that Monarchy of divine Right , which — 
in this debate by our Reverend Prelates, and is owned in Print by no leſs 
Men then A. Biſhop Uſber,and B. Sen«erfen;and I am afraid it is the avowed 
opinion of much the r part ot our digniſied Clergie: If fo, I am 
ſute they are the moſt dangerous ſort of Men alive to our Exg/afh Govern- 
ment, and ix is the firſt thing ought to be looks into, and ſtrictiy examia d 
by our Parliaments, dis the ien n that corrupt the whole lump; for if 
thar be true, I am ſure Monarchy is not to be bounded by bumane Laws ,. 
and the g. chap. of 1. Samuel, will prove (as many of our Divines would 
have it) the Great Charter of the Royal Prerogative, and aur Aegne 
Charta that ſays Our Kings may not tag our Fields, aur Vineyards , our 


Cern, and aur n is not in force, but void and nul, becauſe againſt di- 


vine Inſtitution; and you have the Ridale out, why the Clergy are ſo rer 

dy to take themſelyes, & impoſe upon others ſuch kind of as theſe , 

| they have placed themſelves, and their poſſeſſions upan a better, and a ſur· 

er bottom (as they think) then gn Charta, and fo have no more need 

y, or contern for it :Nay what is worſe they bare truckt away the Rights 
1 and Liberties of the People in this, and all other countries wherever t 

have bad opportunity, that they might be owned by the Prince to be Jure 

Divino, and maintain d in that Pretention by that abſolute power and force, 

they have contributed ſo much to put into his hands and that Pri-S, and 

Prince may, like Caſtor and Pollax, be worſhipt together as Divine in the 

fame temple by Us poor Lay · ſubjects; and that /enſe and reaſon, Law, 

Properties, Rights, and Liberties, ſhall be underſtood as the Oracles of 

thofe Deities ſhall interpret, or give ſignification to them, and ner be made 

uſe of in the world to oppoſe the Abſolute, and Free ill of either of them 


: Sir, I laue no more to ſay, but begg your Pardon for this tedious Tron. 
| ble, and that you will be very careful to whom you Communicate any of this, 


FINIS, 


